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COURSE PARTICIPANT CONTACT INFORMATION 

(alphabetically by country) 
 
Ghana 
 
 
Ms. Vivian Addo-Cobbiah 
Provider Services Coordinator 
National Health Insurance Authority 
Private Mail Bag 
Accra, Ghana 
Phone: + 0 233 212 44730 
Email: charvico@yahoo.com 
  

 
 
Ms. Edith Andrews Annan 
National Professional Officer 
World Health Organization 
P.O. Box MB142 
Accra, Ghana  
Phone: +233 21 763918/9 
Email: andrewse@gh.afro.who.int 

 

 

Mr. Charles Allotey  
Director 
Health Access Network 
P.O. Box 13025 
Accra, Ghana 
Phone: +233 244280284 
Email: kallotey@gmail.com 
Mr Charles Allotey, B-Pharm (HONS), MBA (MIS) has a rich experience in the 
pharmaceutical sector in Ghana.  Until 2006, he was the Head of Catholic 
Pharmaceutical Service, SEAM project Ghana. He is a member of the governing 
council of MeTA representing CSO groups. Coordination of CSOs on Advocacy 
for Access to Essential Medicines, Member of the Survey management team on 
Medicine price and availability studies in Ghana, including the NHI medicine prices 
study. He has worked collaboratively with MSH, EPN, HAI, WHO, GPHF, WAHO 
on various issues on access to medicine. Trainer of drug management and DTC 
courses for Mission health facilities in Ghana. 
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Mr. Ampong Darkwah 
Deputy Director/Schemes and Membership Coordinator 
National Health Insurance Authority 
Box 1999, Kaneshie 
Accra, Ghana  
Email:  darkwa9999@yahoo.com, dark_amp@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
Ms. Gertrude Dorcas Laryea  
Pharmacist-in-Charge 
Maamobi Polyclinic, Ghana Health Service 
P.O. Box SK 407 
Sakumono Estates, Tema 
Accra, Ghana 
Email:  trudora@yahoo.com 
 
Ms. Gertrude Dorcas Laryea is a pharmacist who graduated in 1988 
from the Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and technology 
(KNUST), Kumasi, Ghana with a B.Pharm degree.  She has sixteen 
years of work experience in community, wholesale and hospital 
pharmacy practice and is currently the pharmacist-in-charge at the 
Maamobi Polyclinic which is under the Ghana Health Service. 
 
Ms. Laryea is involved in the training of pharmacists who have joined 
the Ghana Health Service for the first time (orientation training). She is 
also a trainer of prescribers, dispensers and other health staff on new 
medicine policies (for example, the new malaria policy and national 
heath insurance, new tariffs and medicines list) and is a focal person on 
malaria issues. 
 
Ms. Laryea is currently working on her thesis for the award of MSc 
Clinical Pharmacy offered by the KNUST. 
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Mr. Joseph Eduku Mozu 
Deputy Director of Pharmacy 
Regional Focal Person on NHIS 
Effia Nkwanta Regional Hospital 
Box 229 
Sekondi, W/R 
Ghana 
Email: jemozpharm@yahoo.co.uk  

 
Mr. Ismail Osei 

Nurse Consultant 
National Health Insurance Authority 
PMB, Ministries Post Office 
Accra, Ghana  
Email: Ishosei@hotmail.com 
 

 

 
Mr. Benjamin Yankah 

Actuary 
National Health Insurance Authority 
PMB, Ministries Post Office 
Accra, Ghana  
Email: bamyankah@yahoo.com 
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Ms. Benedicta Adwoa Yeboah  
Research Assistant 
National Health Insurance Anthority 
PMB, Ministries 
Accra, Ghana 
Email: beny508@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Benedicta Adwoa Yeboah has a Master of Philosophy degree in 
Development Studies from the Norwegian University of Science and 
Technology (NTNU), Trondheim, Norway. Her postgraduate training and 
research work was at the Department of Geography, NTNU), Norway. 
Benedicta is currently working with the Research and Development 
Division of the National Health Insurance Authority in Ghana, as a 
Research Assistant. In her current capacity, she participates in all phases 
of every research activity at the department,including project management. 

 
 
 

 
 
Mr. Philip Akanzinge Nsoh Asenah  

 
Ghana Health Service 
PMB, Ministries 
Accra, Ghana 
Phone: +233 244529881/21671867 
Email: beny508@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 
Kenya  
 
 
Dr. Robert Arasa  
Manager, Business Development and Research 
National Hospital Insurance Fund 30443 
Nairobi, Kenya   
Phone: +254 202723255 
Email:  rarasa@nhif.or.ke, robertarasa@yahoo.com 
 
Dr. Arasa worked for over 10 years with NHIF in various capacities including 
Regional manager (Nakuru), Marketing manager, head of planning and 
currently heading Business Development & Research. I am a Research 
Associate, Institute of Policy Analysis & Research – Kenya, where I have co-
authored a paper “Social Health Insurance for all Kenyans: Opportunities & 
Sustainability Potential”. He is currently am involved in policy review on 
expanding NHIF coverage and the introduction of the out-patient benefits 
package. 
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Ms. Regina Mbindyo 
National Medicines Advisor, Essential Drugs & Medicines 
Policy 
WHO Kenya 
P.O. Box 45335 
Nairobi, Kenya 
Phone: +254 202717902 
Email:  mbindyor@ke.afro.who.int 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Mary Njeri Mucheru 
Deputy Chief Pharmacist 
Ministry of Medical Services  
P.O. Box 26027 
Nairobi, Kenya  00504 
Email:  mnmucheru@health.go.ke, mucherumn@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Dr. Mucheru has worked for the Government since 1983. Up to 2002, sheI 
worked in several hospitals across the country as Pharmacist in charge. Since 
2003 she has been in Nairobi and has been deployed in several areas 
including the County's Medicines Regulatory Authority, the country's Central 
Medical Supplies Agency, the Administrative office of the Nairobi Medical 
Office and the Ministry Headquarter's Department of Pharmacy. 

 
 
 

 
Nigeria  
 
 
Mr. Benjamin Amodu 
Deputy Director in Charge 
Essential Medicines Selection 
Federal Ministry of Health 
Abuja, Nigeria 
Email: benjaminamodu@yahoo.com 
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Mr. Christopher S. Mshelia  
Senior Manager (Actuarial Services) 
National Health Insurance Scheme 
Corporate Head Office   
PMB 400 GARKI  
Abuja, Nigeria 
Email: chrismshelia@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Mshelia is a Bachelor of Science (B.Sc) Degree graduate of Actuarial 
Science in 1985 from the Ahmadu Bello University Zaria, Nigeria.  His work 
experience started as a Lecturer in Statistics and Business Studies with a 
State College of Education between 1986 and   
1991 before joining the Nigeria-French Insurance Company Lagos as an 
Underwriter. He was with the Company between 1991 and a greater part of 
1997. In September 1997, Mr. Mshelia joined the Nigeria National Health 
Insurance Scheme (NHIS) as Actuary, a position he still occupies as of now. 
Mr. Mshelia is privileged to have attended several Courses in Insurance, 
healthcare financing, data analysis, econometrics and medicines. He has 
been married for 22 years and have five (5) children to show for it. 
 
Mr. Mshelia's hobbies include reading, photography, and sports; he is also a 
lover of nature especially documentary films on wild animals. 

 

 
 
Dr. Ogori Taylor 
Pharmaceutical Advisor 
WHO, UN House 
617/618 Central Area District 
Abuja, Nigeria  
Email: tayloro@ng.afro.who.int 

 



 Medicines and Insurance Coverage (MedIC) Initiative  
Course in Pharmaceutical Policy Analysis 

Accra, Ghana, 16-25 November 2008 
 
 

 . 7

South Africa  

 
Dr. Thobekile Gama  
Chief Operations Officer 
POLMED  
P.O. Box 14812, Hatfield  
Pretoria, South Africa  0028 
Email: thobeg@polmed.co.za 
 

 

 
 
Mr. Bada Pharasi 
Deputy Regional Technical Advisor  
Strengthening Pharmaceutical Systems (SPS), 
Management Sciences for Health (MSH)  
Masada Building, 4th Floor  
C/r Proes & Paul Kruger Streets  
P.o. Box 1579 
PRETORIA, South Africa  0001 
Email: bpharasi@msh.org 
 

 

 
Uganda  

 
Mr. Denis Kibira  
Survey Manager/Medicines Advisor 
HEPS – Uganda, Coalition for Health Promotion and Social 
Development  
Plot 683 Bishop’s Way Namirenbe  
P.O. Box 2426 
Kampala, Uganda  
Email: heps@utlonline.co.ug 
 
Mr. Kibira works with the Coalition for Health Promotion and Social 
Development (Heps-Uganda) as The Medicines Advisor/Survey Manager. 
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Dr. Hafsa Lukwata 

Senior Medical Officer  
Ministry of Health 
Box 27610  
Kampala, Uganda 0256 
Email: hafluk@yahoo.com 
 

 

 
 
Mr. Joseph Mwoga 

Country Medicines Advisor  
WHO 
Corner Kintu/ Shimoni Roads 
Kampala, Uganda  
Phone: +256 414335500 
Email: mwogaj@ug.afro.who.int 
 
Joseph N. Mwoga is a Pharmacist and holds a Masters of Public Health. 
He has over 15 years experience in management of medicines and health 
commodities in public health systems. Interest lies in health systems 
management with focus on systems development for management of 
essential medicines and health supplies. Currently working with the World 
Health Organisation country team in Uganda under the health systems 
cluster, as an advisor on Essential Drugs and Pharmaceutical Policies. 
Accordingly, provides technical support to Ministry of Health and partners.  
Responsibilities include inter alia, providing technical support to the 
formulation process of the National Drug Policy and monitoring the 
associated implementation plan, with the goal to improve access to 
essential medicines. 

 

 
 
Mr. Morries Seru 

Principal Pharmacist 
Ministry of Health 
Box 43 Jinja  
Kampala, Uganda  
Phone: +772 570869 
Email:  Morries2001@yahoo.com  
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Tanzania  
 
 
Ms. Rose Marwa 
Head Pharmaceutical Services Unit 
National Health Insurance Fund (NHIF) 
P.O. Box  3724 
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania  3427 
Email: rosemarwa@yahoo.co.uk  
 

 
 
 

 
 
Ms. Mercy Leonard Kimaro 
Essential Medicines Coordinator  
Ministry of Health and Social Welfare  
P.O. Box 42497 
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania  
Email: carolinaefatha@yahoo.com 
 
  
 
 
Ms. Rose Shija 
Essential Drugs Monitor 
National Program Officer 
WHO 
P.O. Box 9292  
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania  
Email: shijar@tz.afro.who.int 
 
Ms. Shija is a registered pharmacist, qualified from the University of Dar es 
salaam with postgraduate training in pharmaceutical sciences from Curtin 
University (Australia) and in Community Health and Health Management in 
Developing Countries from Heidelberg University (Germany). She is 
currently employed by the WHO since 2002 as a National Professional 
Officer for Essential Medicines and Pharmaceutical policies (EMP) in 
Tanzania.  Her previous work experience included working with the Central 
Medical Store, the National Medicines Regulatory Authority and the 
Ministry of Health in the Primary Health Care Secretariat and the 
Pharmaceutical Services Unit. 

 

 
 


